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spiritual disorders in their souls, especially a great lukewarmness in prayer
and other religious duties. Simony and usury seemed, under specious
disguises, to be accounted innocent, and to reign almost without control.
Many lands belonging to the church were usurped by laymen; and the
revenues of the bishopric were dissipated, so that the saint, upon his
arrival, found nothing either to enable him to assist the poor, or to supply
his own necessities, unless he would have had recourse to unlawful con-
tracts, as had been the common practice of many others, but which he
justly deemed iniquitous; nor would he by any means defile his soul
with them. He set himself in earnest to reprove vice and reform abuses.
To this purpose he endeavoured by rigorous fasts, watchings, tears, sighs,
and prayer to draw down the divine mercy on his flock; and so plentiful
was the benediction of heaven upon his labours that he had the comfort
to see the face of his diocese in a short time exceedingly changed. After
two years, imitating therein the humility of some other saints, he privately
resigned his bishopric, presuming on the tacit consent of the holy see;
and, putting on the habit of St Bennet, he entered upon a noviciate in the
austere abbey of Chaise-Dieu, or Casa-Dei, in Auvergne, of the reformation
of Cluni. There he lived a year a perfect model of all virtues to that house
of saints, till Pope Gregory VII commanded him, in virtue of holy obedience,
to resume his pastoral charge. Coming out of his solitude, like another
Moses descending from the conversation of God on the mountain, he
announced the divine law with greater zeal and success than ever. The
author of his life assures us that he was an excellent and assiduous preacher.
St Bruno and his six companions addressed themselves to him for his
advice in their pious design of forsaking the world, and he appointed
them a desert which was in his diocese, whither he conducted them in 1084.
It is a frightful solitude, called the Chartreuse, or Carthusian Mountains,
in Dauphin^, which place gave name to the famous order St Bruno founded
there. The meek and pious behaviour of these servants of God took deep
root in the heart of our holy pastor; and it was his delight frequently to
visit them in their solitude, to join them in their exercises and austerities,
and perform the meanest offices amongst them, as an outcast and one
unworthy to bear them company. Sometimes the charms of contemplation
detained him so long in this hermitage that St Bruno was obliged to
order him to go to his flock, and acquit himself of the duties which he
owed them. The remembrance of the divine love, or of his own and others'
spiritual miseries, frequently produced a flood of tears from his eyes,
which way soever he turned them; nor was he able sometimes to check
them in company or at table, especially whilst he heard the holy scriptures
read. In hearing confessions, he frequently mingled his tears with those
of his penitents, or first excited theirs by his own. At his sermons it was
not unusual to see the whole audience melt into tears together; and some